
Reminiscences of Delta’s Early Days Part 1 

By Miss Anna Emily Allyn 

Assisted by her sister Miss Julia Allyn 



Miss Allyn’s Letter reminisces about Delta Ontario from 1860 

until about 1943. 

In 1860 Delta was in Canada West, part of the Province of 

Canada.  Canada West was the southern part of present day 

Ontario and Canada East was the southern part of present day 

Quebec.  It was a small, relatively poor colony of the British 

Empire. 

In 1867, in an act of British Parliament, the Province of Canada 

was  united with New Brunswick and Nova Scotia into a new 

colony called British North America or sometimes Canada. 

Between1867 and 1949, the Hudson Bay Co. territories were 

added as well as other British Colonies in North America from 

British Columbia to Newfoundland. 

By 1943 some were starting to say that the Twentieth Century 

belonged to Canada 



Now in 2003, we can look back at that time from 1860 to 1943 and  

the Country in which this town is situated. 

We see the few thousand square miles of the Province of Canada 

becoming the several million square miles of Canada.  We see that 

Canada is very close to being the largest country in the world. 

We see the relatively poor Province of Canada becoming the 

Canada of today with wealth and power that ranks within the top 

ten countries of the world.  This is done with a population smaller, 

by far, than any of these countries.    

This is what success looks like!  



While we have generally enjoyed good government in this 

country, this success was brought about by the hard work of the 

people in Miss Allyn’s letter, and others like them, throughout 

the country.  We can read about those in government in history 

books, but to find out about the “everyday person” we have to 

look to sources like Miss Allyn’s Letter. 

     Bob Dent 

 

This power point presentation was put together by Bob Dent, a former resident of  Delta.  Bob 

has matched photographs with the paragraphs of Miss Allyn’s Letter with the help of many.  

Although,  he tried to cross-reference as much as possible, there are likely errors in this work.  

You also may have photographs that could be added or that are better than the ones here.   

If you would like to share your photographs, please contact DO Delta Ontario at 

dodeltaontario@gmail.com.   

Thanks, 

Bob Dent and the team at DO Delta, Ontario 

 

mailto:dodeltaontario@gmail.com
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Introducing the Misses Allyn in front of their home in Delta about 1940 

Miss Anna Allyn (on the left) is the author, aided by her sister, Miss Julia 

Courtesy Mrs. Eileen Halladay 



The Home of Miss Anna Allyn and her sister Julia 
R Dent 



Reminiscences of Delta’s Early Days 

    

         While I cannot recall the primieval forests, nor the 

original settlers of this village, yet my memory goes back far 

enough to picture many different people and places along our 

long, straggling street.  And as my sister has probably spent 

more years here than any other resident except Mr.. Will 

Russell, she has given me many facts that I could not remember.  

She can recall the days of the 1860’s and the first year I can 

remember learning to write was 1870. 



Delta’s Long, 

Straggling  Street, 
From Walling Map of Leeds County 

1860 



Delta’s Long, 

straggling street from 

the Air 



Section 1:  

Philipsville side of town to 

Foundry Lane (Delta 

Elementary School) 





In our early days, our village had more manufactures than at 

present; and that part of delta, or Beverley, lying to the northwest 

was the industrial section.  I’ll try to mention some of the oldest 

buildings and families, and shall begin at the hill-farm now owned by 

Mr.. Slack.  It was once owned by Henry Mott who was a cattle 

buyer.  I remember as a child standing at our gate, watching a great 

flock of sheep driven down the road, filling it completely from the hill 

to the corner.  As there was no railroad, cattle and sheep were driven 

long distances to market. 



Slack Farm, Delta, Ont. 1990 



      Over the field reached by the concession road was the home of Mr.. 

Patrick Murphy, a neat and tidy log house. 

     Then on the site of Mr.. Wm. Burns’ house was the home of Patrick 

Davison who carried on a cabinet and carpenter business.  Many happy days 

I’ve spent playing in his shop with his daughter, Viola; in one of the upstairs 

rooms was something which had for me a sort of dread fascination– a small 

black coffin.  Across from  there, owned now by Merle Stevens, was the 

home of Sherman Allyn, marble cutter.  After his death, it was owned by 

Harry Soper, a one-armed man, who was bailiff; then it was owned by 

Lester Allyn, and later by P. Murphy.  



Then on the site of Mr.. Wm Burns’ house was the home of Patrick Davison who 

carried on a cabinet and carpenter business.(Present home of the Simpson's) 



Over in the field reached by the concession road was the home of Mr.. Patrick 

Murphy, a neat and tidy log house:  (this is likely the concession, and the log 

house may have been behind this one) 



Across from there, owned now by Merle Stevens, was the home of Sherman Allyn, 

marble cutter.  After his death, it was owned by Harry Soper, a one-armed man who 

was bailiff; then it was owned by Lester Allyn and later by P. Murphy.                  
( subsequently owned by Harmon Moore who lived there with his mother.  It burned in 

? 1950 and now owned by Bruce Henderson) 



Vincent’s Home:  This not mentioned in Miss Allyn’s 

Letter, but this property is important for two reasons:  

This lot would include the Allyn’s Marble works and the 

Toll gate for this road would have been exactly in front of 

the house-See the walling map 



     Next was the humble home of an old Waterloo veteran, familiarly known ad Old 

Charlie Robinson, and his wife, Mary, and son, Jack.  Many times was my father 

called in by the old people to pacify John, when he had imbibed too freely at the tavern. 

     Adjoining this was the home of Mr. Botsford who also had a cabinet shop.  

Below the hill was the house of Mr.. Frank Gereau, a blacksmith.  Beside the creek 

was the marble-works established in 1830 by my grandfather, Christopher Allyn, 

where blocks of limestone were sawed into slabs by oxen.  Some of the these slabs may 

still be seen in the old cemeteries, bearing his name or the name of my father as 

workman.  The shop for the making of tombstones was afterwards moved to the lot 

where my father built his house nearly ninety years ago. 



Next was the Home of an old Waterloo veteran, familiarly known as Old Charlie 

Robinson, wife Mary, son Jack who might have imbibed too frequently at the 

Tavern! (became the home of Edgar Halladay who owned the shingle mill) 

 



Adjoining this was the home of Mr. Botsford who also had a cabinet shop.  
The Walling map gives the initial H.  Was this Horace Botsford whose 

day journals exist?  If so he was initially a school master, living on the 

Oak leaf road who turned carpenter.  His day books delineate the number 

of plough handles he made for Mr.. Hicock’s Foundry (which was 

essentially next door). 



Below the hill was the house of Mr.. Frank Gereau, a blacksmith.  

This house was built by the Jones and is now occupied by Lee Howard 



Beside the creek was the marble-works established in 1830 by my grand father, 

Christopher Allyn, where blocks of limestone were sawed into slabs by oxen.  Some 

of these slabs may still be seen in the old cemeteries, bearing his name, or the name of 

my father as workman.  



Site of Christopher Allyn’s Marble Works 



Allyn and Bush 

Marble Factory 

Advertisement in 

1830 

Courtesy Arthur Shaw 



On the other side of the creek, now owned by Jesse Halliday, was a stone 

tannery operated by Messrs. Percival and Coleman. 

Jesse 

Halliday, 

Now 

Harry 

Day 



On the other side of the creek, now owned by Jesse 

Halliday, was a stone tannery operated by Messers. 

Percival and Coleman.  This business was later moved to 

the other end of the village to the locality then known as 

Pig Lane, which was for long well-covered with tan-

bark.  The business was then operated by A. Coleman. 
The Charles Good Map of Sept 1897 describes the tannery as being “Silent” and shows 

it on the bank of the Delta Creek. 



The Tannery 

relocates 

down this 

lane which 

was then 

called Pig 

Lane (by 

Miss Allen 

who lived at 

the other end 

of town) 



The Home of Miss Anna Allyn and her sister Julia 
R Dent 





Lilacs, Allyn 

House 1991 

R Dent 



Christopher Allyn’s Marble Works 

Tannery and Shoe Shop 

Philo Hicock’s House 
Methodist Manse 

Toll Gate 

Summary Slide 



     Where Edgar Halliday’s shingle-mill now stands, was a 

foundry where Philo Hicock did a flourishing business, 

manufacturing plough-points and other iron implements.  We used 

to find it very interesting to watch the men pouring the molten 

metal into the forms.  There was also a wood-workers shop in the 

foundry plant and several men found employment there.  Later 

the foundry was moved down near the present garage of Mr.. M. 

Steele and was operated by A. E. Hicock and Melvin Day. 



Edgar Halladay’s Shingle Mill (formerly Philo Hicock’s 

Foundry 

Courtesy Pat Halladay 



Hicock Foundry as Edgar Halladay’s Shingle Mill 

October 1962 courtesy Pat Halladay 





Turbine or 

water wheel 

for foundry 

/ shingle 

mill (1962).  

From Pat 

Halladay 



Hicock’s Foundry as Edgar Halliday’s Shingle Mill  (Oct 62) from Pat 

Halladay 



Philo Hicock 

Reproduction of an original 

owned by Jack Hicock 



Collection of R Dent. 
From Attic of the Philo Hiclock 

House, Delta Ontario 



Hicock Foundry Ruins early 20th century (obverse, next slide) 

Collection R Dent, Given by Jack Hicock 





Philo Hicock’s foundry, 

Leavitt’s Book 1879 



Wooden Beam Plough, Photographed at Upper Canada Village, R Dent 



Map of King Street, 

by the United 

Church and the 

Supermarket to 

illustrate the new 

location of the Delta 

Foundry now owned 

by A E Hicock and 

Melvin Day.  See 

next slide for the 

location of Dick 

Street. 

Town Hall United Church 

New Location for Foundry 

Delta Supermarket 



Location of Dick Street  

(Unknown who or what this street may have been named after!) 



Mr.. Hicock owned considerable land in that part of the village, 

and lived in the house now owned by Mr.. Beadle.  The house 

was then one of the finest residences in the village, surrounded on 

three sides by wide double verandahs and with a handsome iron 

fence in front, enclosing a yard with many fine shrubs. 



Hicock House 1904 (courtesy Jack Hicock) 



Philo Hicock’s 

House, Feb 2000 

R. Dent 



     As long a go as I can remember, the Russell family lived 

where Isaac Witheral now lives, but before that, a Percival 

family lived there. 

     A house standing where Mrs. M. Steele lives was at one 

time used as a Methodist parsonage.  Then the Aimers lived 

there.  One bitter winter day, that house was burned, and the 

present one was built by Mr.. Aimer. 



As long ago as I can remember, the Russell family lived where Isaac 

Witheral now lives, but before that, a Percival family lived there.    
(Now the home of Mrs. Kay Dean-2003) 

R Dent 



A house standing where Mrs. M. Steele lives was at one time used as a 

Methodist Parsonage.  Then the Aimers lived there.  One bitter winter day, that 

house was burned and the present one was built by Mr. Aimer. (Philo Hicock was an 

ardent Methodist, we may speculate that he had a lot to do with the building of this 

parsonage across  the street from his house.) 



     The site of the house on the corner occupied now by Mr.. 

Robert Preston was once a tavern; then later, was occupied by 

Mr.. Hamersley Hazelton who operated a furniture shop.  

Later on, it was occupied by the Halliday family, and the 

present house was built by Theodore Halliday. 



The site of the house on the corner occupied now by Mr.. Robert 

Preston was once a tavern; then later, was occupied by Mr.. 

Hamersley Hazelton who operated a furniture shop.  Later on, it 

was occupied by the Halliday family, and the present house was built 

by Theodore Halliday. 



Delta Cheese Factory:  Island City # 1 (April 03):  Robert Preston 

was the cheese maker in Miss Allyn’s time, David Dean was the last 

cheese maker here.  Both lived in nearby houses in previous slides. 



David Dean:  

1931 graduated from Eastern 

Dairy School in Kinston. 

1940-1961 Island City #1, Delta 

Ontario 

1951-1952 selected to prepare 

special shipments of cheese for 

the London, England Dairy 

Show 

1968-1982 Forfar Dairy 

2003 picture frames with his 

awards were opened and 

certificates of award were found 

4 and 5 deep in each of these 

frames! 





Please remember that 

Cheddar is a cheese 

developed in England- 

Cheddar is a village close to 

Bristol. 

David Dean was a Home Boy 

born in England and sent to 

Canada as a child.  

Ironically David Dean’s 

Cheddar Cheese from Canada 

competed with the finest 

Cheddars in England.  

   





Percival/Russell/Witheral/Dean 

W. Johnson house (demolished 

1960’s) 

D. Fairburn Tennant House 

(demolished 1960s)(? home of Mrs 

Farrell) 

On the Opposite corner lived Mrs. Farrell who 

was a weaver, and grandmother of Inspector 

McGuire.  (Could this Mrs. Farrell have lived in one 

of these Houses?  Perhaps the Fairburn House?) 

 



The place long owned by Felix Bresee was earlier 

occupied by Miss Eliza Denaut, sister of Walter Denaut, 

mill owner, who at one time owned much land along the 

Upper Lakeshore and both sides for the creek.  Much 

land was owned by Denauts, Hicocks, and Warrens. 



Miss Eliza Denaut, sister of Walter Denaut 
R Dent 



Christopher Allyn’s Marble Works 

Tannery   

Shoe Shop 

Philo Hicock’s House 

Methodist Manse 

Toll Gate 

Two houses missing 

here:Fairburn and W. 

Johnson Two houses missing 

here:Fairburn and W. 

Johnson 

Frank Gereau  
H. Botsford, now Kingdom Hall 

Charlie Robinson, later Edgar Halladay 

Patrick Davison, then William Burns 

Sherman Allyn/Merle Stevens/Henderson 

Misses Allyn 

Halladay’s Now Bruce & Janet Stacey 

Percival/Russell/Isaac Witheral/Dean 

Tavern/Hamersley Hazelton/Theodore 

Halladay/Robert Preston/Dennis Halladay 

D Fairburn Tennant house 

(demolished 1960’s) 

Summary Slide Hwy 42 

Cheese Factory 

W. Johnson House (demolished 1960’s) 



Mrs. Hanna’s place was long owned by Lewis Bush and his family.  He 

was a moulder and worked for years in Mr.. Hicock’s foundry.  



In an old house where D. Halladay’s now stands lived Frederick 

Wright and family.  He was a writer of poetry and published 

several books.  As I remember the house, it was vacant and had 

the name of being “haunted”.  Lights had been seen in its 

windows.  When I first went to school, my mother had to escort me 

past the lane, as I was afraid to pass that near to the “Haunted 

House.” 



Frederick Wright and the Haunted House were down this lane 

? Frederick Wright 
John Madden 

who worked in 

the tannery, 

then Ben Pratt 

R Dent

The place now occupied by B. Pratt was for 

many years the home of John Madden and 

family.  Mr.. Madden worked in the tannery 



In an old house, where D. Halladay now stands lived Frederick Wright and family.  

He was a writer of poetry  and published several books.  As I remember the house, it 

was vacant and had  the name of being “haunted”.  Lights had been seen its windows  



Frederick Wright was born in 

Dublin 1810, graduated from 

Trinity College 1832, came to 

Upper Canada 1833 and lived in 

Delta from 1853 to 1867.  He 

published two volumes of poetry:  

Wayside Pencillings in 1864, 

and Lays of a Pilgrim, and 

contributed to the local press 

especially the Brockville 

Recorder.  (ref Leavitt pg 155)  Here 

is one of his poems from an 

anthology of Canadian Poetry 

from 1864 







The place now 

occupied by Ben 

Pratt was for many 

years the home of 

John Madden and 

Family.  Mr 

Madden worked in 

the Tannery 





Section 2:  Foundry 

Lane to the United 

Church 
Foundry Lane 

United Church 



       The present double house near the hill was built for a 

Methodist church and was used as such until the erection of the 

present building in 1888.  The bell when purchased was found to 

be too heavy for the roof; and for some years, it was kept in Mr.. 

Quinn’s barn and rung from there until it was installed in the 

new church. 



Delta Methodist Church 1860 

R Dent 



McMachen House 
R Dent 



Not mentioned in Miss Allyn’s Letter 

R Dent 



Oscar Coleman’s house was owned by Richard Quinn who was a carpenter and 

cabinet maker, having a shop where H. Ronson now lives 
R Dent 



From Postcard Negative Collection, Delta Mill Society 

 



Mrs. S. Gilbert’s place was once the home of Walter Bush who was a miller and worked in the Denaut grist mill  R Dent 



Delta Baptist 

Church  The 

Misses Allyn 

were Charter 

Members of 

this Church. 

R Dent 



Plum Hollow Baptist Church 

(early) 
R Dent 



The house where Mrs. J. Eaton lives was long the home 

of Mrs. W. Denaut’s mother, Mrs. Dunham, and her 

sons, Duncan and Ephraim.  The latter had a 

“photograph gallery” where H. Morris lives 



The house where Mrs. John Eaton lives was long the home of Mrs. 

W.Denaut’s mother, Mrs. Dunham, and her sons, Duncan and 

Ephraim.  The Latter had a photograph gallery where H. Morris 

lives  



The H. Morris House is now inhabited by Gray Family. Duncan 

and Ephraim Dunham had a photography gallery on this site. 



Isaac Whaley’s Blacksmith shop probably on 

the site of the Paul Henderson House 





The property of L. Hill was in early days owned by Dr. Peter 

Schofield (Temperance movement leader etc., etc.); then a Mr.. 

Judd from whom it was purchased by Isaac Whaley who operated a 

blacksmith shop across the way from the house.  Mr.. Hill’s great 

grandfather worked as a mason in the building of the present grist 

mill. Burned Christmas Morning 1990; Photographed Sept 

1990 by R. Dent (oldest standing house at that time)  





Dr Peter Scofield was the leader of the 

Temperance Movement. 

What now stands exactly across the street from 

where Dr Scofield’s house once stood?  



Destiny can have a terrible sense of irony! 

 

 

Taken from where Dr Scofields front door would have been 



Last days 

of Scofield 

House 



Kitson House first days, 1991 



Kitson House taking shape 1991 



Kitson House replacing the Scofield house 



No Slide 

The Warren Family.  Mr.. Warren was 

Postmaster and Clark of the Court.  Is this 

the Wing House? 



Next was the residence of the Warren family.  Mr.. Warren, 

the grandfather of Russell Bros. Was postmaster and clerk of 

the court.  Vanloons lived there later.  Across from the Warren 

home lived Jas. Ackland who had a blacksmith shop where 

Mr.. M. Steele’s garage is now. 



Back of where the red schoolhouse stands, Mr.. 

Jasper Russell operated a brickyard, using clay from 

the banks of the creek.  These bricks were moulded by 

hand 

The red schoolhouse stood where Shirley Halliday’s house now 

stands between the post office and the United Church, and the 

Brickyard of Jasper Russell was behind it. 



The Russell Brickyard about 1915 

Courtesy Pat Halladay 



The brick for the church came from Russell’s yard as did 

the brick for the building used as a Township Hall and 

Masonic Temple.  Victor Hicock recalls that at this yard 

“the clay was mixed by a horse going around, attached to 

a pole and upright log on the bottom of which there were 

projections to mix the clay.” 

The bricks were hand made.  The clay was placed in a 

mould the size of a brick and pressed in 

                                             Pat Halladay 



Home of Shirley Halliday (site of brick school house and brick 

yard was behind) 

R Dent 



Delta United 

Church, 1991 



Site of 

Brickyard 

R Dent 


